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Date of issue

Arising out of Order-In-Original No. 71/ST/OA/ADJ/2022—23 dated 28.02.2023 passed by
() | the  Assistant = Commissioner, CGST, Division-Himmatnagar, Gandhinagar

Commissionerate

srfterehat T 7T R A/ M/s Nareshkumar Bharatbhai Patel, 18, Pushpanjali Park,
(®) | Name and Address of the -

Appeliant Motipura, Himmatnagar, Gujarat-382028
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Any person aggrieved by this Order-in-Appeal may file an appeal or revision
application, as the one may bé against such order, to the appropriate authority in the
following way.
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Revision application to Government of India:

(1) aﬁmmﬂﬁaﬁ@rﬁw,w%ﬁmwﬁ%mww%ﬁaﬁﬁmmﬁ
SY-ETT 3 T TG F ST O e Ao wiRer, wed axewt, o wever, e o,
=reft wifSrer, shiaw G wam, e wrt, 7% Reell: 110001 1 R ST =R -

A revision application lies to the Under Secretary, to the Govt. of India, Revision
Application Unit Ministry of Finance, Department of Revenue, 4th Floor, Jeevan Deep
Building, Parliament Street, New Delhi - 110 001 under Section 35EE of the CEA 1944
in respect of the following case, governed by first proviso to sub-section (1) of Section- -
35ibid : -
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In case of any loss of goods where the loss occur in transit from a factory to a
warehouse or to another factory or from one warehouse to another during the. course
of processing of the goods in a warehouse or in storage whether in a fad 01;5?;8;”111%}
warehouse. ’ A5 o X
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In case of rebate of duty of excise on goods exported to any country or territory
outside India of on excisable material used in the manufacture of the goods which are

exported to any country or territory outside India.
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In case of goods exported outside India export to Nepal or Bhutan, without
payment of duty.
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Credit of any duty allowed to be utilized towards payment of excise duty on final
products under the provisions of this Act or the Rules made there under and such
order is passed by the Commissioner (Appeals) on or after, the date appointed under
Sec.109 of the Finance (No.2) Act, 1998,
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The above application shall be made in duplicate in Form No. EA-8 as specified
under Rule, 9 of Central Excise (Appeals) Rules, 2001 within 3 months from the date
on which the order sought to be appealed against is communicated and shall be
accompanied by two copies each of the OIO and Order-In-Appeal. It should also be
accompanied by a copy of TR-6 Challan evidencing payment of prescribed fee as
prescribed under Section 35-EE of CEA, 1944, under Major Head of Account. ‘
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The revision application shall be accompanied by a fee of Rs.200/- where the
amount involved is Rupees One Lac or less and Rs.1,000/- where the amount involved
is more than Rupees One Lac.
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Appeal to Custom, Excise, & Service Tax Appellate Tribunal.
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Under Section 35B/ 35E of CEA, 1944 an appeal lies to :-
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To the west regional bench of Customs, Excise & Service Tax Appellate Tribunal
(CESTAT) at 2ndfloor, Bahumali Bhawan, Asarwa, Girdhar Nagar, Ahmedabad;
380004. In case of appeals other than as mentioned above para.
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sector bank of the place where the bench of any nominate public sector bank of the
place where the bench of the Tribunal is situated.
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In case of the order covers a number of order-in-Original, fee for each O.LO.
should be paid in the aforesaid manner notwithstanding the fact that the one appeal
to the Appellant Tribunal or the one application to the Central Govt. As the case may
be, is filled to avoid scriptoria work if excising Rs. 1 lacs fee of Rs.100/- for each.
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One copy of application or O..O. as the case may be, and the order of the
adjournment authority shall a court fee stamp of Rs.6.50 paise as prescribed under
scheduled-I item of the court fee Act, 1975 as amended.
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Attention in invited to the rules covering these and other related matter contended in
the Customs, Excise & Sérvice Tax Appellate Tribunal (Procedure) Rules, 1982.
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of the Finance Act, 1994)

e IeqTE Yo S HaTRY F St AT gIIT haed 1 T (Duty Demanded)|
(1) < (Section) 11D % Tga RaiiRa i,
(2) o Trera STee e i A,
(3) ¥ e M=t % 9w 6 % Tga w7 i

a‘a‘g\a‘}w‘dﬁﬂaﬁa’ﬁﬁ%quzﬁwﬁqaﬁﬁ’mmﬁ%ﬁqujsﬁwﬁm
AT gl ' '

For an appeal to be filed before the CESTAT, 10% of the Duty & Penalty
confirmed by the Appellate Commissioner would have to be pre-deposited, provided
that the pre-deposit amount shall not exceed Rs.10 Crores. It may be noted that the
pre-deposit is a mandatory condition for filing appeal before CESTAT. (Section 35 C
(2A) and 35 F of the Central Excise Act, 1944, Section 83 & Section 86 of the Finance
Act, 1994).

Under Central Excise and Service Tax, “Duty demanded” shall include:

(i) " amount determined under Section 11 D;
(ii) amount of erroneous Cenvat Credit taken;
(i)  amount payable under Rule 6 of the Cenvat Credit Rules.
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In view of above, an appeal against this order shall lie before the Tribunal on

payment of 10% of the duty demanded where duty or duty and penalty are gl;gﬁ:sj)#ﬂ e,
or penalty, where penalty alone is in dispute.” & et CF""?Z??P
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ORDER IN APPEAL

M/s. Naresh Kumar Bharatbhai Parmar, 18, Pushpanjali Park, Motipura,
Himmatnagar, Ahmedbad-383001 (hereinafter referred to as 'the appellant’) have filed
the present appeal against the Order-in-Original No. CGST-71/ST/OA/ADJ/2022-23 dated
27.02.2023 (in short ‘impugned order) passed by the Assistant Commissioner, Central
GST, Division-Himmatnagar, Gandhinagar Corhmissionerate (hereinafter referred to as
'the adjudicating authority). The appellant were engaged in providing taxable services
and were -not registered with the Service Tax Department They are holdlng PAN No.
AJEPP8902F

2. | The facts of the case, in brief, are that based on the data received from the Central

Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) for the F.Y. 2015-16, it was noticed that the appellant had

earned substantial income by providing taxable services. They neither obtained Service
Tax Registration nor paid service tax on such income. After the negative list regime all
services are taxable except those covered under negative list. Letters were, therefore,
issued to the appellant to provide the details of the services provided during the F.Y.
2015-16 and explain the reasons for non-payment of tax and provide the certified

documentary evidences for the same. The appellant neither provided the documents nor

submitted any reply justifying the non-payment of service tax on such receipts. Therefore,
the service tax was calculated on the income reflected under.the heads “Sales / Gross
Receipts from Services (Value from ITR)" or “Total Amount paid / credited under Section
194C, 1941, 194H, 194) (Value from Form 26AS)" of the Income Tax Act, 1961, on which no
tax was paid.

Sr. No. F.Y. Value from Service tax | Service Tax
ITR or Value rate Payable
of Form 26AS |
01 2015-16 70,17,192/- 14.5% 10,17,493/-

2.1 AShow Cause Notices (SCN) bearing No. V/15-49/CGST-HMT/O&A/2021-22 dated
23.04.2021 was issued to the appellant proposing recovery of service tax amount of Rs.
10,17,493/- along with interest; under Section 73(1) and Section 75 of the Finance Act,
1994. Imposition of penalties under Section 77(1) and Section 78 of the Finance Act, 1994
were also proposed.

3. The said SCN was adjudicated vide the impugned order wherein the service tax
demand of Rs. 10,17,493/- was confirmed alongwith interest. Penalty of Rs. 10,000/-

under Section 77(1) and penalty of Rs. 10,17,493/- was also imposed under Section 78 of
the Finance Act.

4, Being aggrleved with the impugned order passed by the adjudicating authority,
the appellant have prefelred the present appeal, on the grounds elaborated below:-
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of natural justice must be adhered to in proceedings before quasi-judicial
authorities.

The impugned order is based on the presumption that the income of
Rs.70,17,192/- for the F.Y, 2015-16 pertains to taxable services. However, this
income is related to the sale of goods, specifically "SAND" which is not subject to
service tax. A close examination of the Profit & Loss Account for F.Y. 2015-16
reveals that revenue from operations consists of sales of goods ("SAND")
amounting to Rs. 70,17,192/-. Additionally, Rs. 87,500/- is shown as
agriculture income and Rs. 9,556/- as interest income. There is no revenue
from any services, and therefore, the impugned demand is baseless and
deserves to be set aside. The Appellant relies on the following case laws:

o M/s Shree Mohangarh Construction  Co. Jaisalmer vs.  CCE,
Jaipur-II -

The impugned order erroneously applies the provisions of Section 67A of the
Finance Act, 1994, to the Appellant's income derived from the sale of goods. The
Appellant's income is not associated with any taxable services, and therefore, the
invocation of Section 67A is unwarranted and misplaced.

Additionally, comparing and matching two different values, governed by different
laws with distinct standards, is neither proper nor tenable under Service Tax law.
The Appellant submits that the learned adjudicating authority has failed to
appreciate the facts that the SCN was issued by merely relying on the figures
presented in Form 26AS/Income tax returns filed by the Appellant as
mandated by the provisions of the Income Tax Act, 1961. In fact the demand
was issued to appellant without examining the scope of Service Tax, just in
order to fulfill procedural requirements, the department issued two letters
dated 29.07,2020 and 17.03.2021, asking the Appellant to provide details of
services rendered during FY 2015-16, without verifying if these letters were
delivered to the Appellant or not. Owing to the COVID-19 pandemic, no staff were

attending the ~office, and the Appellant remained unaware of these
letters.

Demand is hit by Limitation as the Show Cause period 2015-16 was issued even
beyond the extended period. It is also on record that the Appellant has not
provided any services and has consistently filed statutory returns, including Income
Tax Returns and Balance Sheets, as required by law. In such a scenario, even the
imposition ‘of an extended period is not warranted, yet the ‘department

has raised the demand beyond the extended period, which is not
sustainable under the law.

Furthermore, the appeliant was under the bona fide belief that service tax could
not be levied on revenue received from the sale of goods. In
the. present case, the Appellant has neither charged nor collected any

service tax is an

is required to
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collect the service tax from the recipient and deposit it into thé
government account. There is no burden of service tax on - the

Appellant, as it was required to be collected from the service recipient.

Consequently, there was no intention on the part of the Appellant to
evade the payment of service tax. They placed reliance on various case laws:-

Bridgestone Services- 2007(8)STR 505-Tri-Bang
Tamil Nadu Housing board- 1994(74) ELT 9 (SC)
Apex Electricals (P) Ltd- 1992(61) ELT 41

> For the sake of argumenf ‘and without admitting, even the sale of sand
amounts to provide the taxable services -then also, the [earned
adjudicating authority has failed to provide the cum-tax benefit to the
Appellant. It is a fact an record that the Appellant received a total
amount of Rs. 70,17,192/- from the sale of sand. The Appellant collected service
tax but did not pay it. The Appellant did not receive any separate service- tax;
therefore, the amount of Rs. 70,17,192/- is the gross receipt, including
the service tax, if any, that is applicable.

» Imposition of penalties under Sections 77(1) and 78 of the Finance Act, 1994, is
unjustified, as the Appellant has not contravened any provisions warranting suvch
penalties. The appellant has shown in our bank statement and in our balance
sheet, that there is no case for invoking extended period under Section 78 ibid,
Hon'ble Tribunal Delhi branch in the case of M/s. Engineering Versus
Commissioner of C. Ex. Chandigarh 2010 (20) S.T.R. 669 (Tri. - Del.) the Hon'ble
tribunal held that the ratio of the above judgments of Hon'ble Supreme Court
passed in the case of Continental Foundation Jt. Venture with regard to proviso to
Section 11A4 (1) of Central Excise Act, 1944 would apply to the provision of Section
78 of the Finance Act, 1994 where identical words have been used.

4. Personal hearing in the case was held on 25.10.2023. Shri Naresh Satwani,
Proprietor appeared and reiterated the submissions made in appeal memorandum and of
the written submissions and requested to sét-aside the impugned order.

5. I'have carefully gone through the facts of the case, grounds of-appeal, submissions
made in the appeal memorandum and documents available on record. The issue to be
decided in the present appeal is whether the impugned order passed by the adjudicating
authority, confirming the service tax demand of Rs. 10,17,493/- along with interest and
penalty, in the facts and circumstance of the case, is legal and proper or otherwise. The
demand pertains to the period F.Y 2015-16.

51  From the Profit & Loss Account submitted by the appellant, it is observed that the
appellant has shown the income of Rs.70,17,192/- under head ‘Sales Sand’ during the F.Y.

2015-16. They claim that the sale of sand is not a taxable service hence they are not

required to discharge any service tax on the said i &UThiey also s g
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sand and to extract, collect or transport and sale gather, the same fr_om River Sabarmati.
The said contract is valid for Syrs and was finalized for the amount of Rs.1,54,44,000/-.

52 The appellant has been carry out digging or quarrying operation at River
Sabarmati to extract ordinary sand and then collect and transported this sand from river
bed for the Department of Geology and Mining, Gandhinagar. Digging and purchasing
sand and then subsequently selling to other buyers is a trading activity. It is also evident
from the P&L account, where the appellant have shown following expenses; '

Sr.no. | Expenses ‘ Amount

01 Purchase Sand 30,88,800/-

02 Sand Labour Expenses | 23,40,000/-

03 Gross Profit 15,88,392/-
Total - 170,17,192/-

In the income side, they have shown income of Rs.70,17,192/- towards Sales Sand which
they have earned from trading acfivity. As service tax is not applicable on trading activity,
the income earned from sale of sand after excavation shall not be a taxable. I, therefore,
find that the service tax demand of Rs.10,17,493/- is not legally sustainable.

5.3 When the demand does not sustain there is no question of demanding interest
and imposing penalty. )

6. In view of the above discussion, I set-aside the impugned order confirming the

service tax demand of Rs.10,17,493/- alongwith interest and penalties and allow the
appeal filed by the appellant. ©= '
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The appeal filed by the appellant stands disposed off in above term:s. %égz_’
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To,

M/s. Naresh Kumar Bharatbhai Parmar, - Appellant
18, Pushpanjali Park,

Motipura, Himatnagar,
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The Assistant Commissioner - Respondent
CGST, Division- Himatnagar,
Gandhinagar

Copy to:

1. The Principal Chief Commissioner, Central GST, Ahmedabad Zone.
2. The Commissioner, CGST, Gandhinagar.
3. The Assistant Commissioner (H.Q. System), CGST, Gandhinagar.
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